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Madayan 1 Hazar Dadestan (The Book of Thousand Judgements)

Safar Beigzadeh: Assistant Professor of Research Institute for Society and Information, Iranian
Research Institute for Information Science and Technology (IRANDOC). email: s.sabaa@yahoo.com

The Madayan 1 Hazar Dadestan, the most substantial exclusively legal text from
pre-Islamic Iran, was composed in the late Sasanian period in Pahlavi. Unlike
myth-infused narratives, it comprises authentic judicial dossiers, legal opinions,
and litigations, offering a precise depiction of the judicial apparatus, the
magistrate's function, and the interplay between custom, religion, and positive
law. The work is both an unparalleled source for Sasanian jurisprudence and a
rich repository of information on the social, economic, and familial institutions
of the era. Scholarly engagement with this work extends back over a century,
with eminent figures such as Modi, Bartholomae, Bulsara, Perikhanian,
and Maria Macuch contributing decisively to its reading, translation, and
interpretation. Within this tradition, Macuch occupies a distinctive position:
through an interdisciplinary and comparative methodology, she interprets the
text not as a disparate assemblage of rulings but as a coherent legal system. By
integrating philology, legal history, and institutional analysis, she has advanced
a fresh reconstruction of Sasanian legal thought. Her oeuvre now constitutes
a foundational reference in Sasanian legal studies and Iranology, and her
comprehensive approach has systematically synthesised and reframed earlier
contributions within an innovative analytical framework.

Keywords: Iran Law, Legal History, Madayan 1 Hazar Dadestan, Maria Macuch,
Sasanian Law
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. theological speculation
. castag
. kardag
. theoretical considerations
9. practical solutions
10. civil law
11. criminal law
12. procedural law
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. syntax

. legal norm

. association of ideas

. methodical considerations
. pre-Islamic law

. bab

. bandag:« ansahrig
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. atax§-bandag

. anSahrig (1) ataxs

. Partners (hist)

. hambayan

. co-holders (ham-xwastagan)

. co-sureties (hampayenan)

. decisions (wizir)

. heads of the estates (p&Sag-salaran)
. agreement (hunsandih)

. non-agreement (a-hunsandth)
. divorce (hist az zanih)

. auctor (dastwar)

. third party claim

. distortion (wastagth)

. contradictory statements

. obstruction (aziSmand)

. obstruction of justice

. court summons

. legal proceedings
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. religious oath (wa. dénig)

. wa. pay ni$an

. wa. pad sdgand

. going beyond the requirements of the law (wehdadestanih)
. payment of debts (t5zi$n)

. family property (az didag kuni$n)

. liable to claim (5 dudag xwahisn)

. donations

donatio mortis causa

. statements of the donors

. intermediary successor (ayogén/ayoken)

. yohe pascaéta

. legal successor

. guardianship (salarth)

. pledging the substance o. property (= (» umortgage: agraw)
. payment in advance (p&stozi$nih)

. nourishing and supporting (xwari$n ud dari$n)

. maintenance
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. foundation providing religious services (yazi$n nihadag)
. property endowed for the fire (1. ataxs)

. property endowed for the soul (ruwan nihad)

. marriage o. wife with full rights (padixsaytha)
. exchange (guharén)

. anticresis (grawganih)

. right of usufruct

. secondary or auxiliary succession

. starth

. partners (hambayan)

. co-holders (ham-xwastagan)

. hal. share (ném-bahr)

. co-surety (hampayénanith)

. surety (payénanih)

. partnership (hambayth)

. inherited possessions (xwastagdari$n)

. Xxwes bud guft

. donation (sahi$n)
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. approval of the donor will (kamag dosed)
. payment o. fine (tawan dahi$nth)

. pious gifts (ahlawdad)

. incapability to fulfill an agreement (past)
. contract (payman)

. obstruction of justice

. activity of the advocate (Jadag-gow)

. plaintiff (pésémar)

9. several decisions (¢and dadestan)

10. partnership

11. irrigation canal (jo[y]-kahas)
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. conduct of the parties and witnesses
. several authorized decisions (¢and dadesta. dastwar)
. loosely associated statements

. case descriptions

. windi$n

. disobedience (atarsagahth)

. Xwasta. man Xweés

. legal practice (kardag)

9. cis-iz dadestan

10. transcripts (namagiha nibist &sted)
11. judges (dadwar)

12. oath (war)

13. rad
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. T. D. Anklesaria, The Social Code of the Parsis in Sassanian Times or Madigan i Hazar Dadistan.
Part II, Bombay, 1912.

. C. Bartholomae, Uber ein sasanidisches Rechtsbuch, Heidelberg, 1910.

. Idem. Zum sasanidischen Recht, I-V, Heidelberg, 1918-1923.
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. Xwarastan

. zaman né dad

. phrasing (éwaz ray)

. competences of the officials (éwarl. kardaran)

. different considerations (any-iz wa. uskardag)
written and sealed documents (pad ¢i. nibist ud awist)
statements belonging together (guft abag guft)
Bartholomae
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